JUROR’S STATEMENT
       By Gertrude Graham Smith
It's been challenging as well as an honor to jury the Seventeenth Annual Nellie Allen Smith Pottery Competition on behalf of Cape Fear Studios. Conjuring a three dimensional object from a two dimensional digital image is particularly problematic. Touching, turning over, walking around, discovery and examination of the finer details of each piece was not part of the jurying process. So, the images mattered a lot. Objects shown on pristine, neutral backgrounds with detail shots had the advantage of seeming to offer more information about themselves. The assignment: choose between 20 to 30 pieces. 72 were submitted with no identifier other than number and category: functional or non-functional. Some artists submitted more than one entry. Some artists are clearly more experienced than others. In the process of choosing what's to be shown, I've attempted to include as diverse a group of work by as many different artists as possible, pieces that represent the spectrum of the submitted work, from filled with promise and potential to polished and accomplished. Support and encouragement is as important to me as recognition of mastery of the medium. In awarding prizes, having no direct contact with the work is especially daunting. It's inevitable that a likely masterpiece has been overlooked and excluded from the show. So, do not be discouraged if your masterpiece has not been included this year. It's somewhat like a lottery, one cannot win unless one plays. Happy playing in the studio, and thank you for the honor of the opportunity to view your work.
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